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(Ispettorato centrale) for private schools (whether pareggiate
or not). The number of secondary schools had been reduced
by Gentile by about 10 per cent; the number of classes in many
schools had been cut down to the same extent. This and the
fact that no more than thirty-five pupils were allowed in each
class had reduced the number of students in secondary schools
by about 20 per cent in the first years after the reform. Fifteen
years afterwards, however, the number of schools was far greater
than before the reform, the number of classes in each school was
no more limited, and the number of students was larger than
ever before, out of all proportion to the growth of the population.
The regificazione, pareggiamento, parificazione brought under
State-ownership or State-control hundreds of schools previously
private; the pace of transformation became specially rapid in the
years from 1933 onwards. In 1928 the Ispettorato generate per gli
Istituti di Educazione e Scuole Pareggiate e Private was founded in
order that a stricter watch might be exercised on all such schools.
The drive to rally all Italians or sons of Italians outside the
frontiers, one of the steps towards imperialist expansion, brought
about the reorganization of the Italian schools abroad and special
favours to those who wanted or needed to study in Italy. Italian
schools abroad were put on an even more Fascist basis than those
in Italy; teachers were specially chosen for their Fascist creden-
tials (although it was not always easy to find such teachers),
and their connexion with the Fasti Italiani aWEstero was even
more real than the connexion of schools in Italy with* the Party.
Students of Italian origin coming from Tunisia, Dalmatia, the
Aegean Islands, and, with some exceptions, those from other
countries, were granted free education in secondary schools and
universities, according to decrees passed between 1929 and 1933.
Military education had been left to the military authorities and
to the Party until war became imminent. In February 1935,
when the Abyssinian expedition was decided upon, the schools
had military education introduced into their programmes. Army
officers or retired officers were appointed to give lectures on the
history of war, on the organization of armies, and especially of
the Italian Army, on the theory of tactics, on the new weapons,
and so forth. All male pupils of secondary schools and universi-
ties were compelled to attend these courses, and soon to pass
examinations in them. The introduction of military education
was not an emergency measure; the idea that war is the life of
peoples, as Mussolini taught, was to have its due share, not
only in international policy, or in all the military or militarized
organizations of State and Party; the too pacifist spirit of schools
had to be stirred by it.
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